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VIETNAMESE BOAT PEOPLE MONUMENT OF GRATITUDE 
Statement by Member for Perth 

MS E. EVANGEL (Perth) [12.51 pm]: I rise to acknowledge and congratulate the Vietnamese community in 
Western Australia for the erection of the Vietnamese Boat People Monument of Gratitude on 27 October 2013. It 
was a pleasure and an honour to be present at this magnificent event that was well attended by many in this 
place. The idea for the monument was first raised over 30 years ago, and approved by the City of Vincent in 
2008, under the leadership of Hon Nick Catania, the then Mayor of Vincent. This monument proudly stands as a 
reminder of the contribution that the Vietnamese people have made in Western Australia. In addition, the 
monument is a memorial to those who were lost at sea. Sadly, it is estimated that of those who left Vietnam on 
boats, some 10 per cent did not make it to Australia. The monument is located in the City of Vincent’s Wade 
Street Reserve, thereby acknowledging the large number of Vietnamese people who originally settled in the 
Highgate–Hyde Park area. The statue was funded by the Vietnamese community, with the City of Vincent 
contributing by upgrading the park and surrounds. I think it is important to note that at the base of the monument 
are two plaques that read — 

In memory of the Vietnamese refugees who perished in the exodus since 1975. 

This monument represents our gratitude to Australia, for embracing the Vietnamese refugees into this 
great nation. 

I congratulate Dr Anh Nguyen, the president of the Vietnamese community, and his team who have been re-
elected as leaders of the Vietnamese Community in Western Australia for another term. The management team 
includes: president, Dr Anh Nguyen; vice presidents, Mr Minh Chanh Thai and Dr Thom N.M. Nguyen; general 
secretary, Mr Hiep Pham; and treasurer, Ms Anna T.T. Nguyen. 
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